
Dear Health Minister 

We are writing to alert you to the World Health Organisation’s (WHO) recent comments that they do 

not recommend the use of homeopathy for HIV, TB, malaria, influenza and infant diarrhoea. As a 

group of early-career medics and researchers from the UK and Africa, we wrote to the WHO in June 

this year raising concerns about the aggressive promotion of homeopathy for these serious diseases, 

which puts lives at risk (www.senseaboutscience.org.uk/index.php/site/project/331/).  

We have received the following responses:  

Dr Mario Raviglione, Director, Stop TB Department, WHO: “Our evidence-based WHO TB 

treatment/management guidelines, as well as the International Standards of Tuberculosis 

Care (ISTC) do not recommend use of homeopathy.” 

Dr Mukund Uplekar: TB Strategy and Health Systems, WHO: “WHO’s evidence-based 

guidelines on treatment of tuberculosis…have no place for homeopathic medicines.” 

Dr Teguest Guerma, Director Ad Interim, HIV/AIDS Department, WHO: “The WHO Dept. of 

HIV/AIDS invests considerable human and financial resources […] to ensure access to 

evidence-based medical information and to clinically proven, efficacious, and safe treatment 

for HIV… Let me end by congratulating the young clinicians and researchers of Sense About 

Science for their efforts to ensure evidence-based approaches to treating and caring for 

people living with HIV.” 

Dr Sergio Spinaci, Associate Director, Global Malaria Programme, WHO: “Thanks for the 

amazing documentation and for whistle blowing on this issue… The Global Malaria 

programme recommends that malaria is treated following the WHO Guidelines for the 

Treatment of Malaria”. (These guidelines do not include any use of homeopathy.) 

Joe Martines, on behalf of Dr Elizabeth Mason, Director, Department of Child and 

Adolescent Health and Development, WHO: “We have found no evidence to date that 

homeopathy would bring any benefit to the treatment of diarrhoea in children…Homeopathy 

does not focus on the treatment and prevention of dehydration – in total contradiction with 

the scientific basis and our recommendations for the management of diarrhoea.” 

The office of Dr Margaret Chan, Director-General of WHO, stated on 14
th

 August 2009 that these 

responses “clearly express the WHO’s position”. 

We ask that you publicise this advice to healthcare agencies in your country and join our effort to 

combat the promotion of ineffective therapies such as homeopathy (which rarely contains any active 

ingredient) for these serious diseases. Please contact us if you would like to discuss this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Julia Wilson 

On behalf of the Voice of Young Science network 

Sense About Science, London 

Ms Marianne Baker 

PhD Student 

Molecular Pathology of Cancer Training Programme, Cancer Research UK 

Harriet Ball 

PhD Student 

Institute of Psychiatry, King's College London 



Dr Vitor Bernardes Pinheiro 

Career development fellow 

Medical Research Council UK 

Julie Bristow 

PhD Student  

Working on control of the vector of trachoma, Durham University 

Duncan Casey 

PhD student 

Department of Chemistry, Imperial College London 

Dr Meera Cush  

Toxicologist 

The Health Protection Agency 

Dr Oliver Fenwick 

Research Associate 

Department of Physics, University College London 

Dr Melissa Friswell 

Postdoctoral Research Associate 

Deptartment of Clinical Gastroenterology, University of Liverpool. 

Dr Melita Gordon 

Senior Lecturer and Consultant in Gastroenterology 

University of Liverpool Gastroenterology Unit 

Previously Research Fellow, College of Medicine, Blantyre, Malawi 

Dr Robert Hagan 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow  

Biomolecular Scientist, University of St Andrews 

Evelyn Harvey  

Biochemist and Medical Writer 

Andrew Johnston 

Neuroscientist and Neurogeneticist  

Dr Tina Kresfelder 

Post-doctoral Fellow 

Department Medical Virology 

University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Jennifer Lardge 

PhD Student 

Department of Physics, University College London 

Dr Simnikiwe Mayaphi 

MMed (Virology) student 

Department of Medical Virology 

University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Dr Daniella Muallem  

Postdoctoral researcher  

Department of Neuroscience, Physiology and Pharmacology, University College London 

Dr Michael Ofori 

Research Associate 

Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research, University of Ghana  

Bobby Ramakant 

Health and Development Networks Key Correspondent, India 

Dr Blanka Sengerová  

Postdoctoral researcher  

Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine, University of Oxford  

Juliet Stevens 

Medical Student, University of Oxford 

Currently on placement at Somerset State Hospital, Cape Town, South Africa 

Harriet Teare 



DPhil Student  

Organic Chemistry, University of Oxford 

Dr. Marietjie Venter  

Senior Lecturer 

Department Medical Virology 

University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Tom Wells  

PhD Student 

Department of Chemistry, Imperial College London 

Patrick Woodburn 

PhD Student 

London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 

Formerly a medical statistician with the Medical Research Council in Uganda for three years.   

 

Our call for a communication is also supported by the following experts and organisations: 

The AIDS Care Watch campaign (ACW)  

www.aidscarewatch.org  - a civil society partnership of over 400 organizations 

Dr NJ Beeching 

Senior Lecturer and Clinical Lead in Infectious Diseases 

Tropical and Infectious Disease Unit 

Royal Liverpool University Hospital 

Dr Peter Flegg  MD, FRCP, DTM&H 

Consultant Physician 

Department of Infectious Diseases 

Victoria Hospital 

Stephen Graham 

Associate Professor 

Centre for International Child Health 

University of Melbourne 

Marianne Johnson 

Director 

AidCamps International 

Celina Menezes 

President - World Care Council Asia 

President - Delhi Mahila Samiti (a women forum of Delhi Network of Positive People) 

Dr Alastair Miller MA FRCP DTM&H 

Consultant Physician 

Tropical & Infectious Disease Unit  

Royal Liverpool University Hospital 

Beri Gisela Ntam 

Strategic Humanitarian Services in Cameroon 

Billian Nyuykighan 

Program Co-ordinator 

Strategic Humanitarian Services in Cameroon 

Ndzerem Stephen 

Director and Development Analyst 

Strategic Humanitarian Services in Cameroon 

 

Signatories are on an individual basis unless otherwise stated 

 

 

 

 

Julia Wilson 



Development Officer 

Sense About Science 

25 Shaftesbury Avenue 

London W1D 7EG 

Registered Charity No. 1101114 

Tel: +44 (0)20 7478 4380 

www.senseaboutscience.org 

 

Sense About Science is a small charity that equips people to make sense of science and evidence. We depend 

on donations, large and small, from people who support our work. You can donate, or find out more, at 

www.senseaboutscience.org/donate  

 


